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SIGNIFICANT
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Alvar Aalto
Kuartans, Finland

Thie mast Important FInnlen ar-
chitsct of the 20th cantury and
& central figurs In Internations
modsrniiam. AEto wag oncs
guoted g s&ying “greal Idsas
grizg from the amall astalls of
fe" and “trug architscturs iz
only to be found winsre man stands In the center®. A
mamioer of the Ocngréa Internationsux - Architeciurs
kodsrne In 1925, Aaslto In 1836, patentsd a cantl-
svered chalr aupport made of wood, In 1957, he
reqslved & gold madal from the Royal Instibuts of Sritish
Arcoltscte (RIBA). Azito was also chalrman of the Aa-
soclation of Annlah Architecte. His well known worke
auch &2 the 1827 Vipurl Ubrary and the 1823 Famio
Lanatorium, fuesd the naturatam of Finnisn romantizzm
with modemiet Iosals; a5 did nie Influsntial furniture and
glesswars
-Y'oung Asito'a Tavourite aubjact was drawing
-Aaltc employed Alng Marelo as 20 asalstant and they
wars marrisd In auturmn 1924
-In 1962, ths young architect Elss-Kalea (Elleas) Makini-
&ml bacame nia colleegue and second wite.
-Aalto lowed the open air and snjoyed the great out-
docra through exling and ewimming
Kaetsrpless design: Falmic Ohalr, Aalto Stool
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Tom Dixon
London, LK

Tom Cixen |& firmiy placed &2
one of Europe’'s masal Innovatlve
product deslgners. He has com-
oined the crsathvs with the com-
marclial throughout his caress.
Moat of hls work stars from

En Inaplratien gourss and then
tranetorma Into posslbiitiss of dssign. Scme of hie moet
famoue products Includs the S gnelr designed In 1885,
clraloungsr and the Pylen cnelr in the 808, “A kKind
frisng oncs descrioed me &8 & ‘wertsbrats dzalgner,”
Dlxon asid. *That msans that | design from the bonea
outwards and am not really Intersated In suracs.”

His now-leonls S-cnelr, designed In 1889, gave him his
olg cerssr break winsn I wea teken up for manufac-
turs by Capsiinl. He inttiatsd the VIP (Very important
Froducts) seres tor which Intemational cslabdilss wars
rivited to deelgn furnliure and products. Siupsndous
deeigna wars snown at the Milan fumlurs falr In 2005
nciuding shiny mirersd glooe lights, loushe sofaa and
glemorcus Black furniture. in 2008, Dloon wae nomi-
nated for Designsr on the vear. This Autumn, LACCOETE
will launch & spacisl saltion pole shirt dssigned by Tom
Do,

-Cizon wea & profsasionsl muslelan from the ags of 21
o 23,

-Tom Dixen 750 Info dsalgn by accident wihsn he found
hirmizsl? with “time on hia hande™ whils recovsrng from 3
maotoroycls socldent.

-An art school drop-oul with ne technice tralning. ne
taught himaeif how to Desoms & deslgnsr-maker in
1263 =fer discovering wslding whnsn trylng to repalr his
miotoroike.
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hesterplsce deslgn: Clamaond Light, Angsl Light, Sof
Syatem. kimor Sall Colleston
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Frank O. Gehry
Toronto, Cansds

One of the moat prominsnt
Coniemporary Amsrcan anchi-
tecte, Cishry work |s known to
b= cpsn, curvlinsar, divsrss and
with & piayful Wast Ooast style.
Hs la oeat known for cullding
cursEcecus structures, most
tamoualy for the Guggenhseim In Blibac. *! aporoacn
gacn oullding as a sculptural chisct. & apatlal contalnsr
a epecs with lignt and alr, & rsaponss 1o the conbssxt
and appropriatensss of fesling and spirlt " His furnituns
geriss @re an Interesting Interprataticn of tnia ohilcso-
Py, Amaong hig other works are the Calltomla Asro-
gpacs Mussum and he Vitra Design kMussum. Sehry
WEE glwen the Annold W Brumnar Awsrd of the Amerlcan
Inetitute of Arte and Scienos In 18383 and the Pritzksr
Architecturs Prize (honoring “algniticant contibutiona to
humarnity 2nd the bullt environmant through the art of
architecturs) In 1888 In 1877 he reoslved e Amold
Wi. Brumner Memcrial Prize In Anchitsciure Tnom the
American Acedemy of Arte and Lettera and the Woll
Prizs In Art (Arcnitscturs) from the Wolt Foundaticn
and the Frasmium Imperlale Sward by the Japan An
Asscclation to “honor cutatanding contributlons to the
devslopment, popularization, and prograea of the arte”
In 1922, Letsa among his other acnisvemente arg the
Corothy and Lillan Slen Award-the first sver awanded-
for Itstime contrioution to the arte In1284, ths Hatlonal
hi=dal of Arte ana tiret reciplent of the Frisdrch Kisslsr
Frizs In 1898, the Lotoe Medal of Mt from the Lotos
Ciun =nd Goid Medal from the Americen nstliute of
Architecta In18499, the Gold Medal tTrom the Soyal Inet-
fute of Srtlah Arcnitscie and the Lfstlime Achlevemsnt
&wErd from Amarcans for the Aris In 2000

- Ourlous sbout ths world, young Gehry enjoysd ths
gimpis pleasuns of driving svenpwhers on wesksnds
when ne didn't havs a kot of maney.

- Ariving at Ghartres In Francs, he describss now he
“practlcally crisd” at how Deautiful it wae.

- He was alas known o heve had the seme sxpsrisnce
gverytima he vigitad Fonchamoe

Mzstarplscs deslgn: Easy Edges linee of chalr, tablee,
stocle and acoessories, “Expsrimental Edgss” - Wiggle
Cihalr

Frank O, Gehry
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lsamu Moguachi

Loe Angelss. USA

After nigh echocl Moguohl wae
enrolizd In Oolumiola Unlvereity
tz =tudy medleing, whils =t the
=ams fims faking sculpiurs
claaess on ths Lower East Side
It waan't lomg befcrs he reslized
tnst ari. not medloine, wae hls
trus calling
ey

-Mogushl spoke Engliah &t nome and Japansss cutsids.
-H& wae rather shy, saying: * | mean In high school |
want In for besketball and hinga Bxs that, ke 2l kKids
do. But | dont tnimkc that | was willing o be, or was ac-
capted @8 & membsr of, you Kmow, boye” Ciube of things
I%s that, ganga, or...”

——

Mastsrpiacs design: Akan serles lamps, Axarl light

Bculpiurss oy Isamu Moguchl are consloensd lcona of
186C0a modsm aesalgn
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Varner Panton
Samitofls, Cenmark

A meater of the fiuld, futurletc
styls of 18808 desalgn whicn
introduced the Fop assthellc 1o
Tumiture and Interlors, Vernsr
Panton stated, “the main pur-
poss of my work |18 to provoke
pecple Into uslng thelr Imagina-
tion. Moet pecole apend thelr Ives nouaed In dreary
grey-belge conformity, mortally sfrald of using colors.”
Fanton |g known for developing the firat inMatable chalr
snd designing the Astoria Hotel In Morway. In 1861,
Fanton's fumliure, tsxtiies and lights publiensd In ko-
ollla’s "Siack Book™. His 1864 Flylng Chalra and Shsll
Lempa create & furcr at Sologne Furmiturs Fair and in
18688, he unvella the S Chalr, the first cantlievsrad
moulded phywood chalr, for Thonst. In 1970, he deeigna
e fEnteatioel Vielona Il exhibltion for Beyer &t the Co-
logne Fair. He completes work on the interior of Griner
& Jenr'a ofMces In Hamourg In 1973 and In 1980 Vitra
pute the Fanton Cnelr beck Into production. The Fanton
Chalr gppeare on the cover of Extish Viogus In 1985,
-Couring the “Beat' ysars of the mig-18508, young Eu-
ropean artiste and writers bought battersd cid camper
vane {0 travsl scroes the conilnent. Cne of the codsat-
iooking of thees vans was the Volkewagsn bslonging

to wemer Panton, who hed cuatomiaed it into & moblle
Biudlo,

WMaetsrpiscs dasign: Thvoll Chalr, Bachslor Onelr, Cone
Chalr, & Chsalr, Panton Shalr

Yernesr Fanton
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Jean Prouve

Mangy, France

“Mever deslgn anyining that
canmot be mads,” Prouvd once
gald. He schlaved an Innova-
tve Dreakinrocugh, producing

& pisstlc Bnd technical form
orignted to indueiral praciice
Hlg Influgncs 12 vary much allvs
today having Insolred architecta such as Fleno, Sogsrs,
and Foeter

In 1880 he heiped estabilah the Unlon of Modern Am-
lets whoae manifsats read, “We Bks logle, balanos and
purty.” Frouve was Influentlal In the devslopment of
tne Idsa of nomadic architectura, lIkening a chalr 1o a
houss, and deeigning Doth with portsoity In mind.

- Prouvd frained & a bleckamith undsr Emila Faobart
Enghisn, and &zebo. Fara 1818 - 1821
.|

-in 1846, both monsy and vacation spote were nend to
pome by. Jesn Prouee pecked hie wife and chlldran off
bo the nomthwest coast of France, along with & eum-
mer houss, agulpped with matcning turniture. Crouhin
[Je=n Prowve'a daughter) recaiia, “ha sald, "Wy don't
you taks a houss and go to Brittany, end then ssll IT at
tre snd of the aummer? Fecple cams to vialt the houss
gvery day and at the snd of the vecatlon, ecmecns ook
It @¥way and turned It into & cafs.”

-Tns Britlsn archifecture group Archigram may have
wowsd the world with thsir Imaginary plans to put &

ity on legs, but it was Prouvs who mads real bullgings
walke

“He wae alweye thinking &= & cosscilvity. Alweays he
gald you meaver do Enything oy yoursal®. ou do things
beczuse you have pecpls around you,” Drounin Prouve
Edld.
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